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the environment. From the land we build _'

to the materials we use, construction impacts
the world around us. There is, however, a growing
movement in the building community to continually
develop new techniques and technologies that help
consumers build a dream home that is healthier for
themselves and the environment, depletes fewer
resources, and saves them more money on utilities than

- a traditional home.
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“Building Green” is, according to the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB), a process that

incorporates environmental concern into every stage of

the home building process. Concerns are outlined by
the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design, LEED®, Green
Building Rating System™. LEED is a nationally
recognized benchmark for design, construction, and
operation of green structures.
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WHAT’S NEW

by Samantha Andrews

en nu‘nrly 15 years since the Wc:dner

~a ew era for performing
nsin. No longer was
to enjoy Broadway

Julie Andrews, Robert Goulet, Bill Cosby, Tony
Curtis, Ann-Margret, Tony Bennett and more.
Theatrical events like STOMP and Riverdance
have continued to delight packed houses.

In December of 2005, the University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay announced it would no
longer provide programming for the Weidner
Center. Through a cooperative agreement with

B, Weidner Center Presents, Inc. (WCP),
d played a very quiet role for the previous
s, stepped forward one year later to take

the an:a, says
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AT THE WEIDNER

Center’s Fort Howard Hall. Comedy shows such as
the Masters of Moron, as well as musical
performances by Bent Grass — a popular area
bluegrass band, and storyteller/musician Randy
Peterson, are among those in the 2007-2008
Community Connection Series lineup.

The Bellin Health LifeLines women’s lecture
series returns for its fourth year, offering uplifting
speakers and exhibitors focusing on a variety of
women'’s issues, Past speakers include Jane Pauley,
Julie Andrews, Marlee Matlin, Joan Rivers,
Madeline Albright and Maya Angelou. This year's
schedule will be announced in September (visit
www.wepresents.com/Lifelineshtml for details).

For details on purchasing tickets
for any Weidner Center event or
to download an online order
form, wisit
www.weresents.com or
contact the University
Ticketing Office for
- a brochwre at
920.465.2217.
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What is a "Green Home"?

Green home building addresses issues such as energy and water
consumption, carhon dioxide production, mdaoe air pollutants, and
environmental impact, by encouraging butlders to create high
performance homes. LEED's home raring system 5 based on scores
received in six categories that measure the overall performance of the
home: Sustainable Sites, Water Efticiency, Energy and Artmosphere,
Materials and Resources, Indoor Enviranmental Quality, and Innovation
and Design Process.

LEED homes are rated hased on toral points in each category and
ranked into divisions: certified, silver, gold, and platinum. This rating
allows builders to differentiate their work as the best in the industry by
indicating sustainable design and construction of high performance green
homes.

The initial construction of an LEED gertified home may cost more
than a traditional home, but it will pay for iself 10 a few years hecause of
lower energy, water, waste, and maintenance costs.

Harnessing Renewable Energy

Energy conservation and the use of renewable energy sources is a huge
concern for proponents of building green. Solar and geothermal energy
systems are two methods of supplying a home with some or most of its
energy needs,

Solar (also known as photovoltaic or PV) energy systems capture
energy from the sun, converting it to electricity. Large solar panels or cells
are mounted either on or near the home to collect energy. A 2003
Wisconsin Focus on Energy report states that a properly sized solar energy
system could provide all the electricity necessary in an energy-efficient
home. An efficient solar system can provide enough electricity to power
water heaters and electric furnaces. Batteries can be integrated into solar
systems to store electricity for use at night and on overcast days,
potentially eliminating the need for a connection to the local power grid.

Geothermal energy systems utilize the earth’s ability to store heat
energy. Though air temperature fluctuates greatly throughout the year, the
temperature six ft. under ground remains fairly constant: about 49-50
degrees in Northeast Wisconsin according to Joe VanKauwenberg,
founder of Van's Refrigeration in Green Bay. Geothermal energy systems
utilize water pipes that run from your home into a loop in the ground
nearby. In the winter, warmer water is pumped into your home,
rransferring heat energy from the ground into your home. In the summer,
the process is reversed and warmer water is pumped out of your home,
transferring heat energy out and into the ground.

Van Kauwenherg says, “I've been doing this 27 years and [ just can't

get over the enthusiasm for what 1 do because it saves people a lot of

money.” He estimates geothermal systems to cost about 50 percent less
than patural gas and 75 percent less than electric after the inirial
investment. His son-in-law, Mike Alf, explains that the large capiral
investment 1s quickly offset by savings over traditional heating and
couling systems: “Geothermal is a popular choice because it has the fastest
pay back = four to five years.”

Man Kauwenberg does caution buyers to ensure that their equipment
and mstallers are certified by the International Ground Source Heat
Pump Association (IGSHPA). With geothermal systems so newly
popular, it can be difficult to find qualified service technicians. However,
Vin Kauwenberg’s enthusiasm is contagious as he says, “I will work with
any contractor that's wanting to get into geothermal. 1 firmly believe that,
installed right, it works.”

Another important factor in energy conservation is proper insulation
and using energy-cfficient appliances. If you're unable or unwilling to give
nontraditional energy sources a try, it is important to maximize the
efficiency of traditional technology. That's what the Wisconsin Energy
Star Homes Program is all about. Lisa Arthur-Huben of Custom
Kreations, Inc., in Green Bay, explains that there is a three-step process

Don’t...just... stick

a stick built appendage on your house.

Accenl your home with an
architecturally correct engineered
addition from

Find out how a better integrated room addition can actually
cost less to do right. Call for free design consultation to
explore the possibilities today — absolutely free.

Located in Trasino Center Hours: M~F, 8-4; Sat, 10-2

1758 N. CASALOMA DRIVE, APPLETON
920.955.4SUN (4786) wisconsinsunrooms.com

Dr. Nick RbuJamra

B PROSTHODONTIC DENTISTRY

2581 Development Drive - Suite 102 - Green Bay, Wisconsin 54311
920-347-2626 - www.drnickgreenbay.com
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involved in becoming Energy Star certified.
Custom Kreations currently has three in-progress
homes undergoing the testing process.

Energy Star Certified

Wisconsin Energy Star Homes are twenty-five
percent more efficient than the state code
requires. Homes are tested for air flow, heat flow,
moisture flow, and air quality. The three step
inspection checks the framing prior to insulation
being installed, after insulation
but before drywall is installed,
and finally, once the home is
complete. Installers check for
spaces, holes or gaps and
misalignments with the vapor
barrier, and the general
tightness of the building.

Inspectors also check the
efficiency of the lighting and
appliances in the finished
home. A home that has been
certified as a Wisconsin Energy
Star home can increase in value
upon certification, and owners
will  benefit  directly
reduced energy
Homeowners receive a report
detailing the inspection results.
Energy Star certification is a
step in the green direction for
your home.

Green Built Homes
The Wisconsin
Builders  Association’s Built Home
certification program also gives points toward
certification for the use of Energy Star certified
appliances and efficient insulation and door seals.
They also credit builders for insulating ductwork,
building homes with a long side facing south,
strategic placement of windows and skylights, and
planting shade trees in locations that maximize
shade midday during the hottest part of summer.
The Green Built Home program also rewards

from
COsts.

Green
Green

points for the construction company'’s practices of

recycling andfor reusing construction debris and
the use of recycled, renewable, and regional
materials in construction. Recycled building

materials include salvaged lumber and brick. The
use of regional materials is rewarded because it
reduces the environmental impact of shipping
products like stone, masonry, and lumber.

Joey Wilinski of Wilco Cabinet Makers, Inc.,
in Green Bay, suggests that builders looking to go

S

green can also use green building materials inside
the home: “Bamboo is a wood that is harvested
without killing the tree — it's a green product.
Hardwoods that are harvested from a forest where
trees are replanted for every one that is harvested
— that is a green product.” Wilinski continues,
“Fibercore sheet stock used in building homes and
cabinetry where the fiber is made from waste wood
that would have gone to a landfill — that's a green

August/September 2007
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product.  Corian — a solid surface counter top
material, has just been certified green because it's
a lifetime product and can be recycled instead of
land-filled.”

Water Conservation — From
the Bathroom to the Backyard

In additions to energy sources and use of
renewable or recycled materials, another area that
defines a green home is water conservation.
Indoors that means installing low-flow
faucets or faucets with sensors and dual-
flush toilets, using efficient dishwashers
washing machines, and only
installing showers with one shower
head. A large part of water conservation
efforts individual
responsibility, but the eco-concerned
home builder can make responsibility
by installing water efficient
plumbing and appliances.

QOutside the home itself, an
important aspect of water conservation
involves landscaping. Landscaping has
evolved into the art of
decorating. Once upon a time, the patio
was a place for burgers on the grill, paper
and metal furniture. Today,
people prepare and serve elegant meals
in outdoor living areas fit for a formal
dinner party. Dean Flagstad of Green
Bay Nursery, Inc., suggests that as
interest has grown in gazebos, pergolas,
and pillars, so has concern for the
environment. The term
landscaping” refers to eco-thoughtful practices
such as landscaping with native plants that have
healthy long-term effects on the environment.

The United States Environmental Protection
Agency agrees. According to EPA  Specialists,
native plants are natura ly adapted to an area’s
climate, conditions, pests, etc. Using them in
landscaping results in reduced use of pesticides
and, subsequently, improvement in air and water
quality. Native wildflowers and grasses can also
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focuses  on
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“sustainable

Early Childhood
Pre-School, KTG
Kindergarten (4K & 5K)
Summer Camp
Adventure Days (Turn a
boring non-school day
into an adventure!)
= After School Programs
 Leisure Care (A new
generation of drop-in!)
e Extensive Theatre
Performances

Enterprise Academy
NS 680 Cormier Road + Green Bay

ﬁ.— (920) 496-1233

www.enterpriseacademy.org




ven hardware is going green these days. “As

Green Building gains momentum in the
industry, we have a number of hardware lines that
offer eco-friendly manufacturing, earning LEED
points for your project,” says Jesse Belfry of LaForce,
Inc., in Green Bay “Rocky Mountain is the newest
hardware member to join the US Green Building
Council and now offers their complete line of
bronze hardware using recycled material.”

Belfry adds that green themed design is gaming
popularity: “Although your home will not eamn
green points for this hardware, a more whimsical
approach to the ‘Green Theme' is nature inspired
hardware.” Lakorce offers many unique lines of
hardware that bring the look of the outdoors into
the home. Animals, leaves, plants and trees all serve
as inspiration to many hardware designs. Pea pods,
pumpkins, leaves, twigs, lizards and frogs are just
a few of the door and cabinet hardware designs
now available.

enhance the biodiversity of an area by attracting birds, butterflies, and
animals to the newly developed habitat.

“Rain gardens are also on the rise,” notes Flagstad. Rain gardens are
gardens planted in a depression in the ground where water from rain or
snow melt can collect. Rain gardens filter out pollutants, reduce run-off
and erosion, and help to recharge the ground water. Flagstad adds,
“Planting of water tolerant perennials and other pants are attractive and
attract wildlife.” Rainwater collection systems can also be installed on a
home to store water specifically for irrigation or other outdoor use.

There also more high-tech ways to conserve outdoor water usage.
Planting rain gardens and native species can significantly reduce
irrigation, but so can high tech computerized irrigation systems. Irrigation
systems are available that can monitor the climate and soil moisture and
intelligently control water use accordingly.

Whether you're considering building a new home, remodeling or
otherwise revamping your current home, or planning an addition or
landscaping project, going green is the newest trend in building. By
building green you will not only reduce your own negative impact on the
environment, but your initial investment will pay for itself several times
over in decreased utility costs. [§

Find it in the Bay Cities showcase

Bring Your

...with stunning
window treatments from

JNL Blinds, LLC.

with quality name-brand
wood blinds, honeycomb
shades, vertical blinds,
silhouette, draperies,
valances, cornices, and
more. What's more, JNL
offers FREE IN-HOME
ESTIMATES, available
financing, free installation
(3 blind minimum), and a low price guarantee to help you
liven up your windows without lightening your wallet.

Green Bay and the Fox Cities. 920-360-7761.
Terms...Anytime! ’

L\
Work out whenever you want 2

at two co-ed, state-of-the-art
Anytime Fitness centers. Our
clean, secure workout facilities
boast around-the-clock hours
to suit your schedule. We
offer treadmills, ellipticals,
and bikes—all with flat-
screen TVs—and both
free weights and circuit
weight machines, We're
open 24/7/365. Please
call for your complete
orientation or
customized workout today. 450
N. Military Ave., Green Bay.
920-569-6351. 825 S. Huron Rd., Green Bay. .
920-569-6813. www.anytimefitness.com
Howard location coming soon!

Fitness on Your

Windows to Life...

They can dress up any room
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TIMELESS ALSO
MEANS LESS TIME.

A brick home is built to stand the test of time. Clay brick is
virtually maintenance-free, easy on the eyes, and versatile.

For free ideas, visit one of these Valley clay brick suppliers:
Bend Industries, Appleton - (920) 733-4904
Hockers Brick & Tile Co, Green Bay - (920) 499-0687
Zoll Stone & Brick, Green Bay - (920) 432-6438

BRICK

DISTRIBUTORS OF

www.brickdistributors-wi.org wiscoNsIN )
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2007 Brown County Home Builders Association’s

Fall Showcase of New Homes

Dates: September 15-16 & 20-23  Hours: Weekdays 4-8pm, Weekends 11am-6pm
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A &T Custom Homes Ark Homes Atkins Family Builders Atkins Family Builders
3336 Star Creek Ct,, Green Bay 1797 Roberts Ln,, Abrams 3482 Sandgate Castle, Howard 3585 Glen Abbey, Green Bay
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Bay Lakes Builders Bay Lakes Builders Best Built Bootz Builders
3410 Schubert Place, Green Bay 1715 Symphony Heights, Green Bay 334 Cross Gate, DePere 6039 Sunset Shores Rd., Dykesville
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Bootz Builders C & C Custom Builders C & C Custom Builders Castlewood Homes
1095 Peonies Dr., Ashwaubenon 326 Ridge Haven Ct, Little Suamico 2211 Wood Duck Ct., Ledgeview 725 Winding Brook Trail, Little Suamico
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Custom Kreations Drury Designs Custom Homes Fager Homes d Construction
5828 Havenwood Hills Dr,, Little Suamico 3494 Euro Ln., Ledgeview 3337 Cottage Hill Dr., Green Bay 1431 Bingham Dr,, Ledgeview

M. Gerhard Construction GMACK GMACK Tim Halbrook Builders
1000 Thornberry Creek Dr., Hobart 2228 Mahogany Trail, Lawrence

Tim Halbrook Builders Heritage Custom Homes Hillcrest Homes Homes of Distinction
3349 Paula St., Green Bay 2017 East Higgins Hill, Ledgeview 1997-15 Libal St,, Allouez 964 Green Ridge Dr., Lawrence

Hurrish Homes & Development Hurrish Homes & Development Integrity Home Builders Johnny B. Home Construction, Inc
3191 Jaguar Ln., Howard 3231 Jaguar Ln,, Howard 681 Nordic Ct., Suamico 868 Shorecrest Trail, Town of Scott
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